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BALL FOR ALL For Goodness Sake!

My name is Stephen Cuevas and I run Shake True Hoops Basketball Development Services. I am currently initiating a program “BALL FOR ALL For Goodness Sake” that will offer basketball instruction in a recreational setting to three of Guelph’s Neighborhood Groups: Brant Ave, Two Rivers and the Waverley Drive.
These groups are non-profit organizations which coordinate programs for At-Risk youth in their respective neighborhoods.
While I make my living training basketball techniques to aspiring athletes, I realize there is more to life than the sport has to offer. I felt it was important that the kids we are trying to help gain a measure of self-worth and confidence not only in sport but in their daily social interactions as a whole. I approached the Bookshelf Bookstore and they graciously offered to host a book tour of their edifice once a month and will also donate 9 tickets a month for the cinema.
Recognizing the transportation issues which often face these kids I was able to secure the services of SSE Limousine to ferry the group to the Bookshelf and to some other participating sponsors.  The tour will end at Boston Pizza where the kids will get a sponsored meal under the supervision of their respective case workers and in the company of local real estate professional, Big John Leacock, whose contributions cannot be overstated.

While this tour is educational and we hope exciting and rewarding, I wish to discuss some other issues facing the program.  

As I mentioned earlier, I train aspiring basketball players of every level.  Most of those participants are in a financial position to afford extra training such as offered by STH.  These neighborhood groups’ participants do not possess that same advantage.

For a few years I have made my programs open to those with economic constraints, yet despite this opportunity, the latter have not been consistent in attendance and so, sadly, few have progressed.  I realized that transportation, clothing, and equipment were obstacles they faced difficulty overcoming.

I resolved to bring my program to them and this is my attempt:
STH would like to provide each child with a bag, shoes, socks, shorts, 2 T-shirts, a basketball, 2 pens and a notebook.  There are 50 kids total.  I feel that coupled with weekly, quality instruction over a 3 month period these packs will help to bring a sense of confidence and pride in the children of those groups.

I do not want to overestimate the ability of Shake True Hoops to solve the issues facing youth today, but I do feel my company can provide an opportunity for improvement, mastery, cooperation, team work, fun and a nurturing environment for many who otherwise would not be able to participate.

With your help and the tireless efforts of the Neighborhood Group Coalition, a difference can be made to those in need.
Financial contributions are sought to subsidize: shoes; socks; shorts; gym bags; basketballs and promotional materials.

In the “hopeful” contribution department:

1. A trip to a Gryphs basketball game

2. A trip to a Raptors game

3. Transportation and tickets for the above

A few conscientious sponsors have already signaled their support.  All donations are a charitable tax donation and can generate a tax receipt.

While Shake True Hoops is donating its services, it is not a non-profit organization and does employ staff.  Any contributions towards staff payroll & training are welcome.
Another upcoming STH event is my Outdoor Summer camp at Shelldale.  There are discussions between STH and the City of Guelph regarding the expansion of 
Basketball operations with the aim of providing increased opportunities for participation.

In return for your involvement, or contributions to this, or any STH venture, you will be recognized as an official STH sponsor and will be represented in a number of promotional materials, media, STH website & STH newsletter.  In addition, the Neighborhood Groups will reach the Wellington Advertiser, The Mercury, The Tribune, Rogers First Local, and the Ontarion.
Should you be interested in any of the above, please do not hesitate to reach me at 519-827-0534.  If you are interested in more info about Shake True Hoops, please visit the website at www.shaketruehoops.com.

The Neighborhood Group names, phone numbers & contact names are as follows;

· Brant Ave – Randell – 519-821-9243

· Two Rivers – Rachel – 519-837-4248

· Waverly Drive – Renata – 519-803-7183

· Big Brothers Big Sisters – Karen Mann-Bowers – 519-824-5154 x 226

· Onward Willow – BBBF – Lorie Delane – 519-824-8498

Shake True Hoops also runs a March Break Camp at St. John’s-Kilmarnock for Big Brothers Big Sisters and intends to extend an invitation to the Neighborhood Groups. Financial aid to support this camp and provide transportation would be well received.  

In summary, STH is seeking help for at-risk youth. The rewards will be greater skill, confidence, ability and a greater sense of belonging in the participants who will form the backbone of our community’s future.
Thank you for having the patience to read this letter and thank you for your consideration of this program “BALL FOR ALL For Goodness Sake!”
Yours Sincerely

Stephen “Shaker” Cuevas

